
 
Honors Summer Reading Assignment  

May 2020 

Dear Student, 

You have signed up for Honors 8 English Language Arts, a rigorous academic course 
for students with high aptitude for reading and writing.  The prerequisites for this class 
are a solid A or B in 7th grade literacy. This course moves at a fast pace; we do all the 
required work of English Language Arts 8, in addition to a more advanced study of 
literature.  It requires a willingness to do more challenging work, a commitment to do 
homework, and the ability to read and write at or above the 8th grade level.  

Each quarter has a different literature focus to develop reading and analysis strategies 
for challenging literature, to improve critical thinking and discussion skills, and to 
prepare you to be confident and skillful readers of difficult text.  Be prepared:  You will 
struggle with and be challenged by the critical thinking and literature in this class. 

In order for our team to see where you are as a reader and writer, I am asking you to 
take the time to do the following summer reading assignments. These assignments 
are due ON THE FIRST DAY of class.  

There are two parts to this assignment, so read carefully! 

Assignment #1: Choose a novel that you would like to read and READ IT! No 
assignment attached, just be prepared to discuss the following on the FIRST day of 
class: 1) Why did you like this particular book?  Why is reading important to you? 2) 
What benefits do you get from being an avid reader of text? 

Assignment #2: Choose (1) novel from the following list and answer the question that 
follows. Please type this assignment. This assignment is also due the FIRST DAY of 
class.. If you get it done early, feel free to email us and send it as an attachment. 

Popular: 
● An Abundance of Katherines by John Green 
● I am Messenger by Marcus Zusak 
● The Fountains of Silence by Ruth Sepetys 
● Ship Breaker- Paolo Bacigalupi 
● Stolen- Lucy Christopher 
● Where Things Come Back-John Corey Whaley 
● House of Scorpion-Nancy Farmer 



● What I Saw and How I Lied- Judy Blundell 
● Okay for Now-Gary D. Schidt 
● Going Bovine-Libba Bray 
● Chains-Laurie Halse Anderson 
● The Invention of Wings-Sue Monk Kidd 
● Before We Were Free-Julia Alvarez 

Non-Fiction: 
● A Long Way Gone-Ismael Beah 
● Boys in the Boat 
● Educated-Tara Westover 
● Spies of the Mississippi-Rick Bowers 
● Steve Jobs: The Man Who Thought Different-Karen Blumental 
● The Glass Castle-Jeannette Walls 
● I Am Malala-Malala Yousafzai 

Classics: 
● Pride and Prejudice-Jane Austen 
● Emma-Jane Austen 
● 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea-Jules Verne 
● Tom Sawyer-Mark Twain 
● Huckleberry Finn-Mark Twain 
● Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone 
● The Hobbit-J.R.R. Tolkien 
● The Lord of the Rings- J.R.R.Tolkien 

Once you have read your novel for assignment # 2, please answer the essay question 
below: 
One of the main reasons we read is not only to enjoy literature or a “good story” but to learn 
something about ourselves and life in general through the characters and their situations.  
 
Identify a major thematic message or statement that is repeated throughout your novel and 
make a claim regarding that message. Develop your argument with relevant evidence and 
examples that prove your claim AND provide ample reasoning to support your claim. Be sure to 
organize your piece in a way that is engaging and makes sense for the reader. 
 
When quoting direct evidence from the text, use this resource from Owl Purdue to assist you 
with citing your evidence correctly: 
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/mla_style/mla_formatting_and_style_g
uide/mla_in_text_citations_the_basics.html 
You will be assessed according to the rubric on the following page. 
 
If you have questions about this assignment, please email us at elise.prinster@d51schools.org 
or ruth.mckee@d51schools.org  Have a great summer. We look forward to meeting all of you in 
August! 
Elise Prinster & Ruth McKee-Honors ELA, Fruita 8/9 School 
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Literary Analysis Rubric 
 
 1 2 3 4 
Claim Writer presents a 

statement, but 
not an arguable 
position. 

Expresses an arguable 
position but may 
show generic or 
obvious thinking. 

Expresses an original, 
arguable, relevant position 
or interpretation of a 
particular subject. 

Expresses an original, 
arguable, relevant 
position in a clear, 
concise and 
well-crafted manner. 

Analysis/ 
Elaboration 
 

Summarizes the 
text(s) rather 
than analyzing a 
shared theme. 
Evidence may be 
limited or 
off-topic. 

Begins to analyze the 
development of 
theme but analysis is 
limited. Evidence is 
not explained or may 
not be relevant to 
claim. 
 
 The “So What” is not 
adequately addressed. 

Writer analyzes the 
author’s development of 
the theme with 2-3 
elaboration strategies 
(relevant evidence, facts, 
examples and definitions) 
AND analyzes the reasons 
and evidence showing 
how they support the 
claim & argument.  
 
Writer  addresses the “So 
What?” 
 

Writer analyzes the 
author’s development 
of the theme with at 
least 3 varied 
elaboration strategies 
(relevant evidence, 
facts, examples and 
definitions) AND 
analyzes the reasons 
and evidence showing 
how they support the 
claim & argument.  
 
The writer’s “so what” 
is compelling and 
connects to society 
today (universality). 

Organization The writer 
makes little 
attempt to use 
transitions to 
connect ideas. 

The writer uses basic 
transitions to connect 
ideas, but they are 
very formulaic. 

The writer uses effective 
transitions to move from 
one idea to the next. 

The writer uses a 
variety of transitions to 
weave in the evidence/ 
examples fluently. 
 

 


